
Our History Curriculum

History is the study of the past – specifically the people, events, and ideas that have shaped
history from the beginnings of human society to the present day.

Our history curriculum is based on the National Curriculum (2014), and is planned on a
three-year rolling programme so that children do not miss or repeat any learning.  Core
concepts and big questions, such as Kingdom, Empire, Society and Conflict are identified
and mapped across the year and the Key Stage.  These concepts and themes may be
revisited over time so children can make links and integrate their new learning with what they
already know.  Key aspects include:

● Declarative knowledge: what are the key facts that all children need to know?
● Procedural knowledge: what are the things that all children should be able to

do (skills)?
● Experiential knowledge: what knowledge can only be gained through

first-hand experience?

From this overall curriculum map, teachers then identify the exact core elements of learning,
vocabulary and experiences that will be taught, and sequence these carefully and coherently
into smaller steps through a unit of work at an appropriate level of challenge for the age and
stage of the children.

Reading is planned within history so that children have the opportunity to read historical
texts: these may be original source documents or other writings about the current focus.
Key phrases and vocabulary are taught and reinforced so that children can use these
fluently in their thinking, speaking and writing.

Teaching and learning expectations for history:

● Appropriate historical language will be used in talking and writing
● Carefully selected, high quality source materials, including contemporary accounts,

will be used
● Ensure clear chronological links to other historical events that children have studied
● Writing opportunities must be appropriate to the historical period (for example, no

‘postcards from a Roman soldier’)
● Research tasks must be sharply focussed on a key question or challenge to move

learning forward

Rooted and grounded in love



History in the Early Years Foundation Stage

In the EYFS, history is covered through Understanding the World: Past and Present, one of
the specific areas of learning:

‘Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and
their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their
knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums
to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters.’
(Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2021)

Children at the expected level of development at the end of the Reception year will:

● Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society
● Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing

on their experiences and what has been read in class
● Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books

read in class and storytelling

As well as this area of learning, well-planned history in the EYFS also supports children’s
learning and development in the areas of Communication and Language, and Literacy.

Provision for history in the EYFS may include learning about ideas such as looking at
images of familiar objects, situations or experiences in the past (for example, transport or
toys); building early chronological understanding through asking and answering questions
like ‘what can my parents or grandparents remember?’  Telling, remembering and
sequencing stories in Literacy also supports early historical understanding.
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